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France. We have tried to tame the wild oxen, but
we have never succeeded. There are mines of lead
and of tin not far from here; perhaps more valuable
ones would be found, as I said before, if some intel-
ligent person were employed to discover them.®* We
are only 30 leagues from the Missouri, or Pekitanou.
This is a large river which flows into the Mississipi
and it is said that it comes from a still greater dis-
tance than does that river. The best mines of the
Spaniards are at the head of this river. Finally, we
are comparatively near the river Ouwabache, which
also empties into the Mississipi, below us. We
could easily by means of this river trade with the
Miamis, and with a multitude of other Tribes more
distant; for it extends as far as the Country of the
Iroquois.

All these advantages are extremely favorable to
the plan that some Frenchmen have of settling in
our Village. Whether or not this sort of settlement
would be likely to contribute to the welfare of Reli-
gion, is a question which I cannot easily answer.
Should the Frenchmen who may come among us
resemble those whom I have formerly seen here,
who edified our Neophytes by their piety and by the
strictness of their morals, nothing would be more
comforting to us, or more conducive to the progress
of the Gospel. But if, unhappily, some of them
should come and openly practice libertinage and
perhaps irreligion, as is to be feared, all would be
over with our Mission. Their pernicious example
would make more impression on the minds of the
Savages than all that we could say to preserve them
from the same dissolute conduct; they would not fail
to reproach us—as they have already done, in some



